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With AP now looking for major
investments, how is the lnves
tor confidence?

® Everybody  knows that as
compared to other chief min-
isters, Chandrababu Naidu has
proved his leadership in the
way he transformed Hydera-
bad. But now, the challenges
are different. Today, infrastruc-
ture and manufacturing are
two sectors AP has to focus
on or lose out. But in order to
create’ infrastructure, huge
investments and government
spending is needed. Also, ac-
quiring land and building in-
frastructure takes time. But we
are extremely confident that
though things are looking dif-
ficult now and may take some
time, AP will definitely emerge
as one of the top three states in
the country.

Are the ‘Make in India’ and
‘Make in AP’ campaigns on the
right track?

® The chief minister recently
launched Xiaomi’s first ‘Made
in India, Made in AP’ handset
and the Prime Minister has
done a phenomenal job in cre-
ating a lot of interest in the in-
ternational community about
India in just one year. I was at
the Hannover Fair at the ‘Make
In India’ show, which was the
first government programme
that I would say was beyond
our imagination. So far the
PM has done a good job, now
it all depends on how chief
ministers can convert this
excitement into investments.
Manufacturing is the only way
for us to create employment for
a population of 1 billion. Soft-
ware will continue to grow but
we won't see the kind of growth
that it witnessed earlier. Manu-
facturing and agriculture are
two sectors that have huge em-
ployment generation potential
and are extremely critical for
India’s growth.

We have been hearing a lot
about infrastructure regions
and corridors such as Petro-
leum, Chemical, Petrochemi-
cal Infrastructure Region and
Vizag-Chennai Industrial Cor-
ridor. But is anything happening
on the ground?

® During our recent regional
council CII meeting, the same
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issue was raised. As far as the
ground reality is concerned,
the Vizag-Chennai corridor is
in the most advanced stages of
seeing the light of day as Asian
Development Bank (ADB) has
agreed to sanction funds for

Jinfrastructure de-

Cll Vizag Zone chairman Neeraj Sarda/

planned for AP were held back
as investors wanted to know
which districts will be consid-
ered for this. After this confu-
sion they probably won’t come.
For our state, special status is
critical and something has to

be done ur-

velopment, which {Y[8]]))i}'s [NTERVIEW gently to get

is the most essen-

tial factor Corridors can’t be
developed overnight and our
expectations are very unrealis-
tic. The important factor is Rs
500 crore has been sanctioned
for this infrastructure project
and once spending starts, in-
vestments will begin. Nobody
wants to come to a place that
doesn’t have infrastructure. As
per our expectations, the corri-
dor will see the light of day in
5-7 years as first five years are
needed for infrastructure de-
velopment.

AP has been denied special sta-
tus as well as special tax incen-

tives. Is this hurting investment

inflow into the state?

# 100%. First of all, after bifur-
cation AP got dealt a very bad
hand. The Centre has thrown a
googly at on special status and
tax sops. A lot of investments

special status
as it will give a tremendous
boost to industrial develop-
ment.

Power was a major issue for
industries about two years ago.
What is the big burning issue
now?

® As you said, power is a non-
issue now because we have sur-
plus power and for the foresee-
able future we won’t have any
problems with electricity. To-
day if you look, we don’t have
any industrial cluster other
than a couple in Vizag. People
are looking for developed infra-
structure and what is the infra-
structure that we offer? That
is a big challenge. Overall, the
market sentiment is not very
positive at this point of time
due toglobal factors, including
the slowdown in China. Capital
investments may not happen

in‘a lot of sectors, but automo-
tive and pharma sectors have
enormous potential and may
see investments. However, the
commodities sector is stressed
out.

What are the potential sectors
for north coastal AP?

# Food processing and seafood
industry are potential sectors
on which emphasis is needed.
Going forward, the automo-
tive will keep growing. It is a
sustainable industry and if the
state government can some-
how provide infrastructure
and sops, it can grow here. We
have still not made any strong
progress on defence manufac-
turing despite having defence
facilities in the state. Defence
and aerospace are the sunrise
sectors. State government
should try and attract invest-
ments in these two sectors as a
lot of foreign direct investment
will come.

Are we doing enough to pro-
mote tourism in AP?

# AP is blessed with a beautiful
coast and the Eastern Ghats.
But somehow tourism has not
been one of the focus sectors

in AP. At CII, we have taken a
strong initiative with the tour-
ism department to develop
tourism hubs. We have identi-
fied three cities, the first one
being Vizag and other two be-
ing Tirupati and Vijayawada.
We are planning on signing an
MoU to work together to make
tourism a flourishing industry.
We have plans, but we have to
see how to implement them
as implementation is the key
Tourism has to be recognised
as an industry so that we can
tap the potential and develop
it with PPP projects. The tour-
ism department shouldn't be
involved in building hotels, in-
stead it should be a facilitator
and let entrepreneurs come.
That will attract funds and for-
eign exchange.

What is Cii doing to promote

Vizag?

# As such CII is not nto pro-
moting any spec destina-
tion. but promote

the whole state as it has a lot of
opportunities. CII 1s focussing
on manufacturing and going
forward we need to be in line
with international parameters
of efficiency.
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Menlo Park offers to create
better ecosystem for Vizag

OC CORRESPONDENY
SASAKMARATNAM, FER. 13

Mavor of the Manio P‘ark
elty,  Catherine  Caritc
oxtended help rtw;w s
I'wtt\':r Bogsystem i Vizug
S ot vount dwiksx:f

Visakhapatnam: At the
annual meeting of the Cli
Vizag zone held on Friday,
director of Sarda Metals &
Alloys Itd, Neeraj Sarda, was
elected as the chairman of
the CH Vizag zone. Neeraj
Sarda was the vice-chairman
of Cll Vizag zone in 2014~
2015, Mr Sarda has done his
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